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generation unit configured to generate a first negative voltage,
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FIG.4A
Wiring Status Read Write Erase
SL oV Vdd floating
SGS Vdd ov floating
WL, (Selected) ov Vpgm oV
WL, ~WLn(Non-Selected) Vread Vpass ov
SGD Vdd Vdd floating
BL, (Selected) Vbl ov floating
BL,~BL_(Non-Selected) Vbl Vdd floating
Cell Pwell ov ov Vera
Cell deep Nwell ov oV Vera
FIG.4B

N Read Write Erase
SL ov Vdd floating
SGS Vvdd -1V floating
WL, (Selected) ov Vpgm-—1 ov
WL, ~WLn(Non-Selected) Vread Vpass—1 oV
SGD Vdd Vdd floating
BL, (Selected) Vbl -1V floating
BL,~BL, (Non-Selected) Vbl Vdd-1 floating
Cell Pwell -1V -1V Vera
Cell deep Nwell oV ov Vera
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FIG.5A
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1
NONVOLATILE SEMICONDUCTOR
MEMORY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a divisional of and claims the benefit of
priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 from U.S. Ser. No. 13/602,738,
filed Sep. 4, 2012, which claims the benefit of priority from
Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-064541, filed on Mar.
21, 2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein
by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to a non-
volatile semiconductor memory device.

BACKGROUND

A nonvolatile semiconductor memory device using a semi-
conductor element such as an EEPROM, an AND-type flash
memory, a NOR-type flash memory, and a NAND-type flash
memory is widely known. Among them, the NAND-type
flash memory has an advantage in high density because each
of memory cells shares a source-drain diffusion layer.

A word line switch unit is provided at an edge portion of a
memory cell array of the NAND-type flash memory, in which
aword line switch transistor that transfers a voltage to a word
line of the memory cells is formed. To reduce the area of the
word line switch unit, it is desired to reduce a write voltage
(program voltage) during a data write operation, and to down-
size a transistor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of the nonvolatile semiconduc-
tor memory device according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic sectional view of the nonvolatile
semiconductor memory device according to the first embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams showing operating voltages
of the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device according
to the first embodiment;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are schematic sectional views showing a
potential relation during a write operation of the nonvolatile
semiconductor memory device according to the first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 6 is a schematic sectional view showing a potential
relation during a read operation of the nonvolatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a timing chart of the nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device during the write operation according to the
first embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device according to a second embodiment; and

FIG. 9 is a schematic sectional view showing a potential
relation of the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device
during a read operation according to the second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A nonvolatile semiconductor memory device of an
embodiment includes: a p-type semiconductor substrate; a
first P-well formed in the semiconductor substrate, and on
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which a plurality of memory cells is formed; an first N-well
surrounding the first P-well and electrically separating the
first P-well from the semiconductor substrate; a first negative
voltage generation unit configured to generate a negative
voltage; a boost unit configured to boost a voltage and gen-
erate a boosted voltage; and a well voltage transmission unit
connected to the first negative voltage generation unit, the
boost unit, and the first P-well, and configured to switch a
voltage between the negative voltage generated in the first
negative voltage generation unit and the boosted voltage gen-
erated in the boost unit, the voltage being applied to the first
P-well.

(First Embodiment)

The nonvolatile semiconductor memory device of the
present embodiment includes a p-type semiconductor sub-
strate, a p-type first P-well formed in the semiconductor sub-
strate, and on which a plurality of memory cells is formed,
and an n-type first N-well that surrounds the first P-well and
electrically separates the first P-well from the semiconductor
substrate. Further, a first negative voltage generation unit that
generates a negative voltage, and a boost unit that boosts a
voltage, and generates a boosted voltage are provided. Fur-
thermore, a well voltage transmission unit that is connected to
the negative voltage generation unit, the boost unit, and the
first P-well, and switches a voltage between the negative
voltage generated in the first negative voltage generation unit
and the boosted voltage generated in the boost unit, the volt-
age being applied to the first P-well, is provided. Note that the
nonvolatile semiconductor memory device of the present
embodiment is a NAND-type flash memory.

In the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device of the
present embodiment, a positive voltage is applied to the first
P-well during a data erase operation of the memory cells,
while a negative voltage is applied to the first P-well during
data read and write operations of the memory cells.

The nonvolatile semiconductor memory device of the
present embodiment is capable of providing a negative poten-
tial to a P-well on which a plurality of memory cells is formed.
Therefore, reduction of a write voltage (Vpgm) during the
data write operation to the memory cells becomes possible.
Therefore, downsizing of a transistor of a word line switch
unit becomes possible, the write voltage (Vpgm) being
applied to a source-drain of the transistor. Accordingly, the
area of the word line switch unit can be reduced, and the chip
area of the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device can be
reduced.

FIG. 11is a block diagram of the nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device according to the present embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 1, the nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device of the present embodiment includes a
memory cell array (memory cell unit) 10 including a plurality
of'memory cells, a bit line connection unit 12, a bit line switch
unit 14, a sense amplifier unit 16, a column decoder unit 18, a
word line switch unit 20, a select gate switch unit 22, and a
row decoder unit 24.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of the nonvolatile semiconduc-
tor memory device according to the present embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 2, the memory cell array 10 is configured from,
for example, memory cell transistors MT, ; to MT,,, MT,, to
MT,,, ...,and MT,,; to MT,,, that are mxn (m and n are
integers) transistors having a floating gate structure. In the
memory cell array 10, a plurality of memory cell transistors is
arranged in a matrix by arraying the memory cell transistors
in the row and column directions.



US 9,058,882 B2

3

In the memory cell array 10, the memory cell transistors
MT,, to MT,,, and select gate transistors STS, and STD, are
connected in series to constitute a NAND string as a cell unit,
for example.

A drain region of the select gate transistor STS, that selects
the memory cell transistors MT,, to MT,,, is connected to a
source region of the memory cell transistor MT | positioned
at an edge portion of the arrangement of the series-connected
group of the memory cell transistors MT,, to MT,. Also, a
source region of the select gate transistor STD, that selects the
memory cell transistors MT,; to MT,,, is connected to a drain
region of the memory cell transistor M T, positioned at an
edge portion of the arrangement of the series-connected
group of the memory cell transistors MT,,; to MT,,.

Select gate transistors STS, to STS,,, the memory cell
transistors MT,, toMT,,,,...,and MT, ; to MT, . and select
gate transistors STD, to STD,, are connected in series in a
similar manner to constitute NAND strings.

A common source line SL is connected to sources of the
select gate transistors STS, to STS,,.

Each of word lines WL, to WL, of the memory cell tran-
sistors MT, ;, MT,,, ..., and MT,,,, the memory cell tran-
sistors MT,, MT,,, . . ., and MT, ,, and the memory cell
transistors MT,,,MT,,,, ..., and MT,,, is connected to a word
line switch transistor of the word line switch unit 20.

Each of the word lines WL, to WL, is connected to a boost
circuit and the like via the word line switch unit 20. Accord-
ingly, an operating voltage to be applied to a gate electrode of
the word lines WL, to WL, is controlled by the word line
switch unit 20.

A common select gate line SGS of the select gate transis-
tors STS, to STS,, and a common select gate line SGD of the
select gate transistors STD, to STD,, are connected to a tran-
sistor of the select gate switch unit 22. An operating voltage to
be applied to a gate electrode of the select gate transistors
STS, to STS,, is controlled by the select gate switch unit 22.

Further, the word lines WL, to WL, and the select gate
lines SGS and SGD are connected to the row decoder unit 24
via the word line switch unit 20, and the select gate switch unit
22, respectively. The row decoder unit 24 decodes a row
address signal to obtain a row address decoded signal, and
controls a gate voltage of the transistors of the word line
switch unit 20 and the select gate switch unit 22.

Bitlines BL, to BL,,, are respectively connected to drains of
the select gate transistors STD, to STD,,. The column
decoder unit 18 obtains a column address signal, and selects
one of the bit lines BL,, to BL,, based on a column address
decoded signal.

The sense amplifier unit 16 amplifies data read from the
memory cell transistors selected by the row decoder unit 24
and the column decoder unit 18 via the bit lines BL, to BL,,,.

Further, the bit line connection unit 12 is provided between
the memory cell array 10 and the sense amplifier unit 16. Bit
line connection transistors HT | to HT,, that control the status
of connection and non-connection between the bit lines BL,
to BL,, and the sense amplifier unit are disposed in the bit line
connection unit 12. The respective bit lines BL, to BL, are
connected to the bit line connection transistors HT, to HT,,,.

The bit line connection unit 12 is provided to avoid a high
erase voltage being applied to the transistor of the sense
amplifier unit 16 during an erase operation of the memory
cells where the high erase voltage is applied to the bit line.

Further, as shown in FI1G. 1, the nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device of the present embodiment includes a p-type
semiconductor substrate 101, a p-type first P-well 102 on
which the memory cell array 10 including a plurality of
memory cells is formed, an n-type first N-well 103 that sur-
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4

rounds the first P-well 102, and electrically separates the first
P-well 102 from the semiconductor substrate 101. Further, a
first negative voltage generation unit 30 that generates a nega-
tive voltage, a boost unit 32 that boosts a voltage, and gener-
ates a boosted voltage, and a well voltage transmission unit 34
that is electrically connected to the first negative voltage
generation unit 30, the boost unit 32, and the first P-well 102,
and causes a voltage to be switched between the negative
voltage generated in the first negative voltage generation unit
30 and the boosted voltage generated in the boost unit 32, the
voltage being applied to the first P-well 102 are provided.

The first negative voltage generation unit 30 is, for
example, configured from a charge pump circuit.

Further, a p-type second P-well 104 formed in the semi-
conductor substrate 101, and on which the bit line connection
unit 12 including the bit line connection transistors for con-
necting the bit lines of the memory cells and the sense ampli-
fier unit 16 is formed, and an n-type second N-well 105 that
surrounds the second P-well 104, and electrically separates
the second P-well 104 from the semiconductor substrate 101
are provided.

Further, a second negative voltage generation unit 36 that
generates a negative voltage to be applied to the bit line of the
memory cells is provided. The negative voltage generated in
the second negative voltage generation unit 36 is transferred
to the bit lines by a circuit provided in the bit line switch unit
14. The bit line switch unit 14 is also formed on the p-type
second P-well 104.

Further, a p-type third P-well 106 on which the select gate
switch unit 22 including the select gate transistor that selects
the memory cells is formed, and an n-type third N-well 107
that surrounds the third P-well 106, and electrically separates
the third P-well 106 from the semiconductor substrate 101 are
provided. Further, a third negative voltage generation unit 38
that generates a negative voltage to be applied to the gate
electrode of the select gate transistor is provided. The nega-
tive voltage generated in the third negative voltage generation
unit 38 is transferred to the select gate transistor by the select
gate switch unit 22.

The second negative voltage generation unit 36 and the
third negative voltage generation unit 38 are, for example,
configured from a charge pump circuit.

FIG. 3 is a schematic sectional view of the nonvolatile
semiconductor memory device according to the present
embodiment. FIG. 3 is a cross-section in the vertical direction
with respect to an extending direction of the word lines.

As shown in FIG. 3, the nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device is formed using the p-type semiconductor
substrate (P-sub) 101. An impurity of the semiconductor sub-
strate 101 is, for example, boron (B), and the impurity con-
centration is, for example, 1E14 to 1E16 atoms/cm”.

Further, the p-type first P-well (cell P-well) 102 is formed
in the p-type semiconductor substrate 101. The memory cell
transistors MT,and MT,, and the like are formed on the first
P-well 102. That is, the memory cell array including a plu-
rality of memory cells is formed on the first P-well 102.

The impurity of the first P-well 102 is, for example, boron
(B), and the impurity concentration is, for example, SE16 to
1E18 atoms/cm?. Note that, in a case where there is a distri-
bution of the impurity concentration of a well in the present
specification, simple description of “the impurity concentra-
tion of a well” means a peak concentration of the well.

Further, the first N-well 103 that surrounds the first P-well
102, and electrically separates the first P-well 102 from the
semiconductor substrate 101 is formed. The first N-well 103
is configured from a side region (N-well 1) 103¢ and a bottom
region (cell deep N-well) 10354.
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The impurity of the first N-well 103 is, for example, phos-
phorus (P) or arsenic (As), and the impurity concentration is,
for example, SE17 to 1E18 atoms/cm® for the side region
(N-well 1) 1034 and 5E16 to 1E17 atoms/cm’ for the bottom
region (cell deep N-well) 10354.

As described above, the memory cell unit is formed in a
dual-well configured from the first P-well 102 and the first
N-well 103.

Further, the p-type second P-well (P-well 1) 104 is formed
in aregion of the p-type semiconductor substrate (P-sub) 101,
the region being corresponding to the bit line connection unit.
A bit line connection transistor HT, that connects the bit line
of'the memory cells and the sense amplifier unit is formed on
the second P-well 104. The impurity of the second P-well 104
is, for example, boron (B), and the impurity concentration is,
for example, SE16 to 1E18 atoms/cm>.

Further, the n-type second N-well 105 that surrounds the
second P-well 104, and electrically separates the second
P-well 104 from the semiconductor substrate 101 is formed.
The second N-well 105 is configured from a side region
(N-well 1) 1054 and a bottom region (deep N-well) 1055.

The impurity of the second N-well 105 is, for example,
phosphorus (P) or arsenic (As), and the impurity concentra-
tion is, for example, 5E17 to 1E18 atoms/cm® for the side
region (N-well 1) 1054, and 5E16 to 1E17 atoms/cm® for the
bottom region (deep N-well) 1055.

As described above, the bit line connection unit is formed
in a dual-well configured from the second P-well 104 and the
second N-well 105.

Further, a p-type fourth P-well (P-well 2) 108 is formed
away from the second P-well 104, and in a region of the
semiconductor substrate 101, the region being corresponding
to the sense amplifier unit. An n-type transistor SAn of the
sense amplifier is formed on the fourth P-well 108. The impu-
rity of the fourth P-well 108 is, for example, boron (B), and
the impurity concentration is, for example, SE16 to 1E18
atoms/cm”.

Further, an n-type fourth N-well (N-well 2) 109 is formed
in a region of the semiconductor substrate 101, the region
being corresponding to the sense amplifier unit. A p-type
transistor SAp of the sense amplifier is formed on the fourth
N-well 109. The impurity of the fourth N-well 109 is, for
example, phosphorus (P) or arsenic (As), and the impurity
concentration is, for example, SE17 to 1E18 atoms/cm®.

The p-type semiconductor substrate 101 is, for example, a
silicon substrate. A gate insulating film of the memory cell
transistor is, for example, a silicon oxide film. The gate elec-
trode (word line) has a layered structure, and is formed of a
charge storage film of polycrystal silicon, for example, of a
block insulating film made of a layered film including a
silicon oxide film, a silicon nitride film, and a silicon oxide
film, for example, or of a control gate electrode film that is a
layered film of polycrystal silicon and nickel silicide, for
example.

The materials for the semiconductor substrate 101, the gate
insulating film, and the gate electrode are not necessarily
limited to the illustrated materials. For example, a layered
film of polycrystal silicon and cobalt silicide, a layered film of
polycrystal silicon and tungsten silicide, a layered film of
polycrystal silicon and nickel silicide, a tungsten film, a tung-
sten nitride film, or other material can be applied as the
control gate electrode film.

The bit line connection transistors or the transistor of the
sense amplifier includes a layered structure that is similar to
the word lines of the memory cells, for example. The transis-
tor is formed of the charge storage film of polycrystal silicon,
for example, of the block insulating film made of a layered
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film including a silicon oxide film, a silicon nitride film, and
a silicon oxide film, for example, or of the control gate elec-
trode film that is a layered film of polycrystal silicon and
nickel silicide, and is conductively connected to a charge
storage film through an opening provided in the block insu-
lating film, for example.

Next, a potential relation during an operation of memory
cell data of the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device
according to the present embodiment will be described.

The nonvolatile semiconductor memory device of the
present embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1, includes the first
negative voltage generation unit 30 that generates a negative
voltage, the boost unit 32 that boosts a voltage, and generates
a boosted voltage, and the well voltage transmission unit 34
that is connected to the first negative voltage generation unit
30, the boost unit 32, and the first P-well 102, and causes a
voltage to be switched between the negative voltage gener-
ated in the first negative voltage generation unit 30 and the
boosted voltage generated in the boost unit 32, the voltage
being applied to the first P-well 102.

Further, the memory cells are formed in a dual-well con-
figured from the first P-well 102 and the first N-well 103.

Therefore, a positive voltage (boosted voltage) generated
in the boost unit 32, that is, a positive erase voltage (Vera) can
be applied to the first P-well 102 during the data erase opera-
tion of the memory cells, and a negative voltage can be
applied to the first P-well during the data write and read
operations of the memory cells.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams showing operating voltages
of the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device according
the present embodiment. FIG. 4A shows a case where a
voltage of 0V is applied to the first P-well (cell P-well) 102
during the read and write operations, and FIG. 4B shows a
case where a negative voltage, for example, a voltage of -1V
is applied to the first P-well 102 during the read and write
operations like the present embodiment.

Here, in FIG. 4A, Vdd represents a power supply voltage,
and is, for example, 1 to 4 V. Vpgm represents a write voltage,
and is, for example, 13 to 26 V. Vread represents a read
voltage higher than Vdd, and is, for example, 2 to 9 V. Vpass
represents an intermediate voltage, and is, for example, 3 to
13 V. Vbl is a precharge voltage, and is, for example, 0.5 to 1
V. Also, Vera is an erase voltage, and is, for example, 13 to 26
V.

As shown in FIG. 4B, the negative voltage of -1 V is
applied to the cell P-well during the data write and read
operations in the present embodiment. Therefore, for
example, the write voltage for acquiring similar write prop-
erties can be reduced by (Vpgm-1) V, that is, by the negative
voltage applied to the cell P-well during the write operation,
compared with the case where the voltage of 0V is applied to
the cell P-well.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are schematic sectional views showing a
potential relation during the write operation of the nonvolatile
semiconductor memory device according to the present
embodiment. FIGS. 5A and 5B show cross-sections in the
vertical direction with respect to the word lines of the memory
cellunit. FIG. 5A shows the cross-section of a selected bit line
(BL) unit, and FIG. 5B shows the cross-section of a non-
selected bit line (BL) unit.

Note that, to compare with the case where the voltage of 0
V is applied to the cell P-well, the voltages in the case where
0V isapplied to the cell P-well are represented as Vdd, Vpgm,
and Vpass, as with FIGS. 4A and 4B. The potential relation in
order to acquire similar write properties to the case where 0V
is applied to the cell P-well is shown.



US 9,058,882 B2

7

In FIGS. 5A and 5B, memory cell transistors (MT) on a
selected word line are shown with hatching. As shown in
FIGS. 5A and 5B, a negative voltage of -1 V is applied to the
cell P-well.

Further, the write voltage, that is, the voltage of (Vpgm-1)
V is applied to the memory cell transistors (MT) on the
selected word line during the write operation, where the write
voltage is lower by the voltage applied to the cell P-well than
that of the case where 0V is applied to the cell P-well.

This is because, as shown in FIG. 5A, the negative voltage
of' =1V canbe applied to the selected bit line (BL) by causing
the voltage of the cell P-well to be -1 V, so that a channel
potential of the memory cell transistors MT during the write
operation can be a negative voltage.

As described above, according to the present embodiment,
the write voltage (program voltage Vpgm) during the data
write operation can be reduced. Therefore, downsizing of the
transistor of the word line switch unit 20 (FIGS. 1 and 2)
becomes possible, where the write voltage (Vpgm) is applied
to the source-drain of the transistor.

This is because the size of the transistor or the size between
the transistors, for example, a gate length or an element sepa-
ration length depends on the voltage applied to the source-
drain of the transistor. For example, if a drain voltage
decreases, the gate length for realizing similar cut-off prop-
erties can be shortened. Alternatively, if a source-drain volt-
age decreases, for example, an inter-element withstand volt-
age is improved, whereby the element separation length
between adjacent transistors can be shortened. Accordingly,
the area of the word line switch unit can be reduced, and the
chip area of the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device
can be reduced.

Further, the electric power consumption can be reduced by
the reduction of the write voltage.

Further, the negative voltage to be provided to the selected
bit line (BL) is generated in the second negative voltage
generation unit 36 (FIG. 1). Further, the negative voltage
generated in the second negative voltage generation unit 36 is
transferred to the bit line by the bit line switch unit 14 (FIG.
1).
Note that, because the negative voltage is applied to the bit
line, the p-type second P-well 104 on which the bit line
connection unit 12 and the bit line switch unit 14 are formed
is formed in the n-type second N-well 105 that electrically
separates the second P-well 104 from the semiconductor sub-
strate 101. That is, the bit line connection unit 12 and the bit
line switch unit 14 are electrically separated from the semi-
conductor substrate 101 by being formed in a dual-well con-
figured from the second P-well 104 and the second N-well
105.

Note that, from a viewpoint of acquiring similar write
properties to the case where 0V is applied to the cell P-well,
it is desirable to apply —1 V to the gate electrode of the select
gate transistor STS on the select gate line SGS, and to apply
(Vpass-1) V to the control gate electrode of the memory cell
transistors (MT) on the non-selected word line.

As shown in FIG. 5B, with respect to the non-selected bit
line (BL), the select gate transistor STD is turned off because
a back gate bias is applied thereto by providing (Vdd-1) V.
Therefore, a voltage of a channel part of the memory cell
transistor is boosted by self-boosting. Thus, no data is written
in the memory cell transistors (MT) on the selected word line.
In this way, the potential of the non-selected bit line (BL.) can
be also reduced by the voltage applied to the cell P-well.
Therefore, the voltage applied to the bit line can be reduced
compared with the case where 0V is applied to the cell P-well.
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Ifthe voltage applied to the bit line decreases, reduction of
the electric power consumption becomes possible. Further,
the inter-element withstand voltage of the bit line connection
unit 12 or of the sense amplifier unit can be improved, and the
area of the bit line connection unit 12 or of the sense amplifier
unit can be reduced.

Note that the voltage applied to the cell P-well is desirably
-3V ormore and -1V or less. If the voltage is lower than -3
V, there is a concern that a junction leakage between the well
and a diffusion layer such as the source-drain of the transistor
is increased, for example. On the other hand, if the voltage is
higher than -1V, there is a concern that an effective result of
the reduction of the area cannot be obtained.

FIG. 6 is a schematic sectional view showing a potential
relation during a read operation of the nonvolatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to the present embodiment.
FIG. 6 is a cross-section of the selected bit line (BL) unit, and
shows the potential relation at the start of read operation. The
memory cell transistors (MT) on the selected word line are
shown with hatching.

Cut-off properties of the select gate transistor STS are
improved, whereby data read properties are improved during
the data read operation or the bit line precharge by applying
the negative voltage of =1 V to the cell P-well, for example.

FIG. 7 is a timing chart of the nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device during the write operation according to the
present embodiment. As shown in the drawing, a voltage of
the non-selected bit line is boosted to (Vdd-1) V, and the cell
P-well is put in a condition of being applied -1 V as a negative
voltage before the write operation is started. Then, data is
written to selected memory cells by applying (Vpgm-1) V to
the selected word line and (Vpass-1) V to the non-selected
word line.

Note that, from a viewpoint of reducing the electric power
consumption for charging-discharging the cell P-well, it is
desired to maintain the condition where the negative voltage
is applied to the cell P-well during the operations except the
data erase operation, that is, during the data write and read
operations, and during stand-by (waiting operation). Stand-
by is a time period waiting for the data erase, write or read
operation. Therefore, it is desired for the voltage applied to
the cell P-well at the start and end of the data erase operation
to be anegative voltage. For example, in a case where an erase
loop is one cycle, the voltage applied to the cell P-well
changes from the negative voltage to a positive voltage, and
from the positive voltage to a negative voltage in sequence.

As described above, according to the nonvolatile semicon-
ductor memory device of the present embodiment, reduction
of the write voltage during the data write operation to the
memory cells is realized. Therefore, reduction of the area of
the word line switch unit or the bit line connection unit
becomes possible. Accordingly, reduction of the chip area
becomes possible.

(Second Embodiment)

A nonvolatile semiconductor memory device according to
the present embodiment further includes a fourth negative
voltage generation unit for applying a negative voltage to a
word line of memory cell transistors of a memory cell unit,
and is similar to the first embodiment except that a word line
switch unit is formed on a p-type third P-well surrounded by
an n-type third N-well. Therefore, description of the contents
that overlap with the first embodiment is omitted.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of the nonvolatile semiconductor
memory device of the present embodiment.

The nonvolatile semiconductor memory device of the
present embodiment includes a fourth negative voltage gen-
eration unit 40 for applying a negative voltage to a word line
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of'memory cell transistors of a memory cell unit. The negative
voltage generated in the fourth negative voltage generation
unit 40 is transferred to the word line of the memory cell
transistors by a word line switch unit 20.

The word line switch unit 20 is formed on a p-type third
P-well 106. Further, the third P-well 106 is surrounded by an
n-type third N-well 107 that electrically separates the third
P-well 106 from a semiconductor substrate 101.

In this way, the word line switch unit 20 is formed within a
dual well, thereby being electrically separated from the semi-
conductor substrate 101. Therefore, it becomes possible to
apply the negative voltage generated in the fourth negative
voltage generation unit 40 to a source-drain of a transistor of
the word line switch unit 20.

FIG. 9 is a schematic sectional view showing a potential
relation of the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device
during a read operation according to the present embodiment.
FIG. 9 is a cross-section of a selected bit line (BL) unit, and
shows the potential relation at the start of read. Memory cell
transistors (MT) on a selected word line are shown with
hatching.

The negative voltage of, for example, -3 V generated in the
fourth negative voltage generation unit 40 can be applied to
the selected word line via the word line switch unit 20. There-
fore, data read margin can be improved depending on a level
of'data written to a cell by applying the negative voltage to the
word line.

Note that the voltage applied to the word line is desirably
-3V ormore and -1V or less. If the voltage is lower than -3
V, there is a concern that a junction leakage in the word line
switch unit 20 is increased, for example. On the other hand, if
the voltage is higher than -1V, there is a concern that suffi-
cient improvement of the data read margin cannot be
acquired.

Further, from a viewpoint of acquiring the sufficient data
read margin, it is desired that the negative voltage lower than
that of the cell P-well be applied to the selected word line.

As described above, according to the present embodiment,
the effect of improving the data read margin can be acquired
in addition to the effect of the first embodiment.

Although the first to fourth negative voltage generation
units are described as being independent of each other, a part
or the whole of the negative voltage generation units can be a
common negative voltage generation circuit.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the nonvolatile semiconductor memory device
described herein may be embodied in a variety of other forms;
furthermore, various omissions, substitutions and changes in
the form of the devices and methods described herein may be
made without departing from the spirit of the inventions. The
accompanying claims and their equivalents are intended to
cover such forms or modifications as would fall within the
scope and spirit of the inventions.

What is claimed is:

1. A nonvolatile semiconductor memory device compris-
ing:

a p-type semiconductor substrate;

a first P-well formed in the semiconductor substrate, a
plurality of memory cells being formed on the first
P-well; and

a first N-well surrounding the first P-well, the first N-well
electrically separating the first P-well from the semicon-
ductor substrate,

wherein a positive voltage is applied to the first P-well
during a data erase operation of the memory cells, and
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anegative voltage is applied to the first P-well during a data
write operation and a data read operation of the memory
cells.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein a voltage
applied to the first P-well starts with a negative voltage and
ends with a negative voltage during the data erase operation.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the negative
voltage applied to the first P-well is -3 V or more and -1 V or
less.

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein the positive
voltage applied to the first P-well is 13 V or more and 26 V or
less.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to a selected bit line during the data write
operation of the memory cells.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to a selected word line during the data read
operation of the memory cells.

7. The device according to claim 1, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to a selected word line during the data read
operation of the memory cells.

8. The device according to claim 1, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to the first P-well during stand-by for the
data erase operation, the data write operation or the data read
operation.

9. The device according to claim 1, wherein a voltage
applied to the first P-well changes from a negative voltage to
apositive voltage and from the positive voltage to the negative
voltage in sequence, during one cycle of an erase loop in the
data erase operation.

10. A nonvolatile semiconductor memory device compris-
ing:

a p-type semiconductor layer;

a first P-type region formed in the semiconductor layer, a
plurality of memory cells being formed on the first
P-type region; and

a first N-type region contacting the first P-type region, the
first N-type region electrically separating the first P-type
region from the semiconductor layer,

wherein a positive voltage is applied to the first P-type
region during a data erase operation of the memory cells,
and

a negative voltage is applied to the first P-type region
during a data write operation and a data read operation of
the memory cells.

11. The device according to claim 10, wherein a voltage
applied to the first P-type region starts with a negative voltage
and ends with a negative voltage during the data erase opera-
tion.

12. The device according to claim 10, wherein the negative
voltage applied to the first P-type region is =3 V or more and
-1V orless.

13. The device according to claim 10, wherein the positive
voltage applied to the first P-well is 13 V or more and 26 V or
less.

14. The device according to claim 10, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to a selected bit line during the data write
operation of the memory cells.

15. The device according to claim 14, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to a selected word line during the data read
operation of the memory cells.

16. The device according to claim 10, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to a selected word line during the data read
operation of the memory cells.
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17. The device according to claim 10, wherein a negative
voltage is applied to the first P-type region during stand-by for
the data erase operation, the data write operation or the data
read operation.

18. The device according to claim 10, wherein a voltage
applied to the first P-type region changes from a negative
voltage to a positive voltage and from the positive voltage to
the negative voltage in sequence, during one cycle of an erase
loop in the data erase operation.
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